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aw names heve built such & reputation in the

laraeli architectural world as Pitzou Kedem

Architects. Established in 1998, the firm is most

associsted with the awe-inspiring and picturesque
contemporary villes designed for the country’s upper
achelonz. While the firm's portfolio is fillad with new
builds, sloek glass exteriors and lap pools, its most unique
achievements can be found within the refurbishment of the
country’s historical dwellings and spaces. The firm’s Jaffa
Apartment is a true gem, combining 3,000 square-feet of
centuries old structures into a family home. Incorporating
hidden smart-home tech into the original elements, the
home reinvigorates a mode of living long associated with
the seaside and Mediterranean culture of Jaffa.

loreel iz & world of perallel realms and nerratives,
chifting between the modern and the ancient, the
religicus end the seculer, and the layers of hictory
created, buried, and Uncovered by empires and war. In
such a complex and fescinating lend, it iz an erchitect’s
migsion to Uncover the layers of history, come to terma
with the past and build for the future. Scratch the
surface of any structure and you'll find the complicated




The Jaffa Apartment sits on the edge of
a hill, overlooking the ancient port.

end intertwined histories and stories of the
people who reside within thiz land or who once
did. Unlike northern Tel Aviv's landscepe which
iz defined by decaying 20th century eclectic and
international atyle buildings and the 21t century
skyscrepers of the first Hebrew city, it's southern
Jaffa neighborhood iz & stone-clad port originally
inhabited more than three millennie ago.

Since the dawn of monotheiom, Jafa has served
2z the entryway into the Holy Land and route
to JerUselem, drawing religious pilgrims to
its Mediterranean chores and witnessing the
evolution of history into the modern era. In Old
Jaffe today, one iz struck by the architecture and
urben realm of & fortress city largely rebuilt by
the Ottoman Empire in the lats 18th century.
Following the siege of Jaffa by Nepcleon's army
in 1799, many key elements of the Old City were
destroyed and later rebuilt by Ahmed al-Jazzar,
the Ottoman governor of Acre.

The winding alleyways of Old Jeffe twist end
turn, to reveal an inner world of cobblestoned
homes, art gelleries end shops. The Tel Aviv-Jeffa
municipality took over the area in the 1970z and
establiched the Cld Jaffa Development Authority

to trensform the into a ciel,
tourist and ertist colony, to verying degrees of
sUccess. The Development Authority along with
various churches and mosques own and leaze
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the land following & strict vetting process. Today
the area lives in the in-between of various future
planz to once egein infuse it with cutting-edge
culture and commerce. It alzo remains one of the
most decirable real ectate neighborhoods for
luxury homes overlocking the see and the quiet
magic constrUcted in past eras.

The Jaffe Apartment sits on the adge of a hill,
overlooking the ancient port. It iz & collection
of various spaces leaced from the Development
Authority and transformed into & pelatial home
centerad around a central inner patio, &8 common
typology of Muskm urben erchitecture and
Ortomen construction of the late 18th to mid-15th
centuries. Built with materialzs native to the arsa,
kurker sandstone iz the dominant material, which
crestes @ monolithic landscepe, accentusted by
metallic elementa. Prior to its current incernetion,
it waz a ceparate home and studio of leraeli
architect, Uri Abramzon.

With itz previous history lost to centuries of
conflict, the cUrrent homeowners studied
mapa end eerial photography from archives in
London and lstanbul to delve into the home's
biography and uncover insights that only its
wallz could reveal if they spoke. The building's
upper floor “Captain Structure” no longer exists
(likely destroyed in 1936), but its bace and inner
coUrtyard cen be seen in photographs from

Built with materials
native 1o the ares,
urkar sandstone is

the damirant materal,
which crastes &
menalithic landscepe,
sccenusted by metallic
elemants.




The ethos of the design
tastefully melds Ottoman
architecture with the

contemporary style of the
studios.




1875, and maps of the area indicate that it wes built
prior to 1842, with come spaces likely built before the
1799 destruction. In 1934, then uUnder the Jurizdiction

dq

of the British Mandete of Palestine, Old Jaffa
significant dameage during Operation Anchor, a military
conguest in which the Britich Army used explosives to
carve out boulevards within the then Arab enclave.

The refurbishment project was led by lead architect
Avital Shenhev-Shani of Pitsou Kedem Architects,
under the supervision of Eran Eldor-Bar Engineering
and contractor, Arco. The ethos of the design tastefully
melds Ottoman architecture with the contemporary
style of the studio and enhance:s ancient building
traditions with innovetive technclogies to reinforce
the structure and accentUste itz UnigUe mold and
contours. The original structural techniques are typicel
of the Cttomen period of rule over Jaffs, with thematic
waells, cross veults and barrel veults, with no usze of
wooden oeilings. Glazed arches frame the home, while
current engineering efforts connect formerly disjointed
spaces into e central axic and interior stmosphere. The
original kurkar candstone was intentionally uncovered,
treated and exposed, while dark bronze frames and
gless elements highlight the vaulted interior doorways,
plastered ceilings and sea-views.

A smoothed concrete flooring Unites the indoor end
outdoor spaces, while an intricate white metal-clad
scheme trevels elong the stone walls, illuminating
every archway end path with lighting design by Orly
Avron Alkebes. The electrical, pipes, sir conditioning
system and niche storage Units are hidden behind thin
computer-cut aluminum surfeces attached to the wallz.
At varioUs intersections in the home, Joinery elements
connect the cladded wallz et doorways. The macter
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The original kurkar sandstone
was intentionally uncovered,
treated and exposed, while
dark bronze frames and glass
elements highlight the vaulted
interior doorways, plastered
ceilings and sea-views.
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bedroom end bronze staircase railings werse adapted
to withatand the ide cli while the 3-foot
thick ctone wallz keep the home insuletad during cold
winters and cool throughout humid summers.

Free of clutter, the at once contemporary end ancient
living space is accentUated by minimelist designer
furniture from the likes of VITRA to Living Divani, and
- 5 kitchen from Bulthaup, with Foh

art Miele appliances. Functioning elmost ez & museum,
clstom carpentry creates standalone wells thet partition
subzpaces within the erched open interior layout,
strategic mirroring widens the sense of etmosphere
and allows for the intericrs to bacome the art. Inside,
the architecture serves e the art collection. The main
duplex space includes the sea-facing living room and

P
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Functioning almost as a museum,
custom carpentry creates
standalone walls that partition
subspaces within the arched open
interior layout.

Free of cluttar, the at cece
contemparary and ancient iving spece
is eccentusted by minimalst designer
fueniture from the likes of VITRA o

outdoor terrace, master bedroom, kitchen and dining
area, while the enclosed interior courtyard and patio
offers al-fresco dining end connects to & ceparate two
bedroom and bathroom guest apartment. In a city thet
experiences 300 days of sUnshine per year, the home

und the o space, and an outdoor
shower, bringing to life the guintessential fantacy of
Mediterraneen living.

Fitsou Kedem, himaelf & 7th generation Jeruzalemite,
wees modern lerael ez & mi peopl altt
and historical roots, all of which should be expressed
within erchitecture in one way or another. *l cee all
different layers of the building es integral, sz they
affect how we meke decisions pertsining to design,
conatruction, end how we preserve the spirit of the
place while respecting itz history and using local
material * The strict praservation elements in Cld Jeffa
sllow the future to continue moving forweard, while
safeguerding the legecy of thiz land, and preventing
the erasure of historical building typologies and along
with it, the human stories of those who came bafore.
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